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Containing ſome grievings in her Sorrow, and 
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þ-c- groanings for her Deliverance : 
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vroveonens 
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By a few of her weak and unworthy Children. 


RO and in all faichfulneſs, preſented to thoſe Aﬀemblies 
of hers , where Grace hath ſer them as Watchmen ; and 
unto any others, that in every place call upon the Name of 
Jzsus CHRIsrT onrLord, both theirs and ours. 
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Inwayof ESSAY, 


To "ul the Trumpebin Sion, and ſound an Alaim in Gods boly Mountain, 
To the awakening them rhar are at caſe, and prefling and cn- 


; 


NOS 


her, in this day of her ſore travel, and 
great ExpeCtarion. 
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PSAL.137,1, =—e wept, when we remembred Sion. 
ISA:62.6,7. 1 have ſct watchmen upon thy walis, 0 Feruſalem , which ſhall = 
never hold their peace day nor night : ye that make mention of the I ord, 
keep not ſilence, ane! give him no ict, till be eftabliſh,till he make Feruſalcm a 
þ- praiſe in the earth. 
& Lam.2.18,19. Their heart crycd unto the Lord © © wall of the” daughter of = 
Zion, let tears run down like antver night and day, give thy: {elf no reſt, = 4 
let not the apple of thine cyes ceaſe ; ariſe, cry out n the night, in the begin 
mng of the Watches pour out thy heart like water before the face of the 
ber 
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2. couraging all the upright in heart,to be in pain with 
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» &c, A 

Mic Þ:o. Be in pain and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Sion, like a 5 '| 

pet's Wor.an 'n travel. | 
#D 1s, 96. wn fs ſous as S$igz traveled, Ru brouzht _ hcr Children. 
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To the ſeveral Congregations reſpeQively, 
to which we ſtand eſpecially related ; v4F. © 


Plymouth, 3& Bowhey-Tracy, 
Ins Abingaon, - and 
Tones, Dartmouth. 


Dearly Beloved, 
E know, and acknowledge onr ſelves to be debtors 


(yea, we owe our own ſelves) to the Lord, and you, 

for the exceeding grace that we (though moſt un- 
worthy ) bave found in his ſight , counting us faithful , and 
putting us into the Miniſtry of his Goſpel 3 and for that 
our ſervice amongit you hath been , and i 1n any meaſure ac- 
cepied. Under the ſenſe of which engagement, it is the leaſt 
we can do, to be ready to render 4 acconnt of our ſelves from 
time t0 time unto you s the which we the more chearfully 
ow undertake , as being under the per ſwaſion of a Call of the 
Lord , leading ws forth thereunto , and having good hopes, 
through grace, that our labour ſhall not be in vain in him; 
in and throwgh whom we aye, 


Yours , faithfully labouring (chough in much 
weakaeſs ) for your Souls proſperity, as thoſe 
whoſe joy and rejoycing, both here, andin the 
day of Chriſt, waits to be fulfilled therein, 


Abraham Cheare, 3& John Pendarvess 
) Tho: Glaſſe, 
Robert Sheeade. 


Henry Forty, 
- AA Sighs 


22229502022 2226 
Sighs for Sion, &Cc. 


HE GREAT GOD OF HEAVEN AND 
EARTH, whohath GRAY EN you,0OTE 
PRECIOUS SONS HND DAUGH- 
TERS OF S$SION, onthe Palms of his hands, hath 
alſo greatly indeared you to our hearts; inſomuch as 
we may ſay with the Apoſtle, Te ave #n our hearts (in 
the Lord) zo live and dye with you + yea, we truſt our in- 
ward affeQion is more abundantly toward you , then 
our viſible expreſſion in the enſuing lines : whereof ar 
preſent we find no better Teſtimony wherewith to 
preſent you, then that which is here tendred to your 
view : Your candid accepiance of ſo peor a mite, with 
a favourable conſtrucion, and a due improvement of 
this Word in ſeaſon, tothe Glory of God our Father, 
and the comfort of you his dear Children, will be thar 
whercin our Deſires and Ends will be anſwered, and 
our Souls encouraged in the Work of God, and your 
Work; with reſolution in the power of God to hold 
on therein, peſsing by evil and good repors, yea,and glad- 
ly to ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſts ſake, and for your 
ſakes, who are Chriſts. 
Bur here we muſt begin with judging our ſelves,and 
covering our faces with deſerved ſhame, that we who 
have ſtood forth ſo long to miniſter the Word among 


the Saints,and to make mention of che Work of God ; 
h an 


Fs (5). h 
and have yet had ſo little ſearchings of heart inthe 


matter that is now before us 3 have known and felt ſo 
lictle, not onely of the power, bur even of the form of 
this bleſſed Work, ſo ascither co ſtir up and engage 
our own hearts, or to provoke the Churches of the 
- Saints unto their concernments of this nature:But nave 
rather cafed and pleaſed our ſelves and others, in dif 
courfing of, and proſecuting ſome other things,though 
good in themfelyes, and in their places, yer ſuch as 
wherein our private intereſt of Peace and Comforrt is 
more ſenſibly wrapt upzin the mean time falling ſhore 
of(ar leaſt nor ſo ſelf-denyingly reaching after)the ad- 
vancement of chat Name; Intereſt, and Glory of God, 
that ſhould be upor. our hearts,to have made manifeſt 
in all the earth, from 1he riſing of the Sun, and from the 
Wefs. 

+ as we cannot but be ſenſible of rhe narrowne(s 
of our own ſpirits, with grief, and ſhame, fo alſo, as 
that which is weighty on us, we do obſerve, That a 
ſelf-ſeeking and ſelf. pleafing Spirir, hath taken grear 
hold of, and advantage on many Profeſſors in theſe 
days 3 witneſs their lictle naturally-caring for Sons 
ſtare,moſt ſeeking their own things,and ſo few ſeeking 
che-things of Jeſus Chriſt, and of their Brethren, for 
edification. And Oh! thar there were not among you, 
even among you, who are the Churches of Chriſt, 
cauſe of complaint in this reſpea. Theſe things we 
mention, not to caſt reproch upon you, but with griey- 
ed hearts, God knoweth, And now, that we might 
diſcharge, and havethe anſwer of a good conſcience, 
in following the Lord fully, we have taken the opor- 
tunicy ofthis Work, that we «truſt himſelf hath been 
fixing on our Spirits, after ſceking ro God, and wait- 

ing 
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ing upon his Majeſty , Tobeſeech and provoke you, 
and every one of you,as you have any fellowſhip with 
Chriſt our Head, by faith, or in and with his body, che 
Church of the firſt-born, by love, you would for his, 
and his $105 ſake, hear, and receive our exhortations, 
conſidering with weighty Spirits what we ſay : and 
the Lord give you underſtanding in all things. 

The Gaufe then that we deſire with trembling to 
plead, (Brethren) is $Jozs, even hers, whom men have 
called an our-caſt, ſaying, This is $/99, whom no man 
ſecketh after, and of whom that ancient Lamentation 
may in a great meaſure be taken up, as verified in this 
our day, There i nine t9 guide her among all the Sons whom 
(he hath browsht forth , neither is there any that taketh her by 
the and, of all the Sens 1hat ſhe bath breught up z among all 
towers ſhe bath none to comfort her, &c. and her Profeſſed 
friends, (many of them) have deal: treacherouſly wich 
her, and are become her enemies, 

Dear Souls ! our requeſt on her beh21f is, rhar you 
would look upon Sip , that City of 07 Solemnities, of 
whom gloricus things are ſpoken, ard layed up in Pro- 
miſe for her, even to the rendring her the PerfetZion of 
Beanty, An eternal Excellency, The joy of many generations. 
And Oh ! that your hearts may be ſo ſutably affeted 
with an holy ſympathy in her ſtate, through that one 
Spirit that is in Promiſe for all her chileren, that you 
may truly ſay, as Souls whom faith and love have 
tranſported into her intereſt, «{ wy ſprings are in thee. 

"Bur leſt we be miſtaken in your thoughts, while we 
ſpeak of her in that figurative term; and to the end our 
apprehenfion may be diſtin& and clear , in our wreſt- 
lings together on her behalf , we pray.you to conſider 
what we intend and minde in the expreffion on” Fy 

| tit, 


oO. ER 
Firſt , $10N conſidered in 4 more large ſenſe, yeb.:z. 
takes inthe whole EleQtion of God, whoſe names are 22:23. 
writes in Heaven, that whole body for which Chrift J —_—z 
gave himfelf, and whereof Chriſt is given to be Head) Job.r7.20, 
not only thoſe who have believed,bur thoſe alſo who && 
ſhall believe, for whom, as Chriſt hath prayed, That 6al.,. = 
they all may be one, as the Father is in him, and he in the 2 Tiw.z. 
Father, that they may be one in them, that the world ** 
may believe thar the Father hath ſent him:ſo ought we 
to ſtrive mightily with God , and them, travelling in 
birth for them, ul Chriſt be formed in them all z en» 
during alſo all things for their ſakes , 1hat rhey alſo may 


obtain the Salvation which is in Chriſt Feſus with eternal 


Glory, ; : Eph.2.19, 
Bur ſecondly, by $49,we here intend more eſpecially ©345.. 
al,0.,10., 


and particularly, Gods called and fairhtul people, Fews Ifa54'8, 


and Gentiies, fellow. CitiFens inChriſt,even the whole Iſrael TAC 


of God, as confidered or concerned in a controverfie 8. - 
eV.IS9., 


with Baby/on,ſtated in the Scriprures;taking in, as well ,_ 


thoſe of thar bleſſed family, who are now in heaven, Pal.73.r. | 


for the avenging of whoſe boold we ought without RNom-20- 


fainting to cry day and night, as the peculiar people of (Tang $0.34. | 


God upon the face of the wholeearth z even all that in 
every place call upon theName of the Loyd out of a pure heart: 
in whom the glory of God is more highly concerned, 
then in all things elſe in the world , nor onely in his 
pleading thorowly their cauſe in all the controverſies 
of $492 with her Adverfaries , bur alſo in beautifying 
her wich his glorious Preſence , and reſtoring herto 
her primitive Glory, in reſpe&R of a pure GOSPE L- 
FAITH, UNION,andORDER; wherein being 
found asa bleſſed B RIDE, prepared for the coming 


of che glorious B RIDE G ROO M,ſhe may be _ 
| re 


q 
a] 
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(8 | 
ted worthy of all that P.M ſhall be brought unto 
her, atthe ſecond appearing 6f Jeſus Chriſt, NOW 
DRAWING NIGH. 
| This blefled People,.. this S10 N, Gods glorious 
| 1fa.49.144 Budlding,and workmanſhip in Chriſt the true ſeed of Abra» 
352168 ham, and Heives of the Promiſe, both Jews andGemiles , 
however inthe Iſſue they ſhall be a Name, and Praiſe 
10 him in all the Earth : Andalthough this great Work 
in and forthem,be ſtill before him 3 yer is it the wiſ- 
dom and good pleaſure of the Father, in the depths of 
his Everlaſting Counſel, to let the manifeſtation of ir 
inthe world, and his diſpenſations about ir , be very 
various, and ſeemingly ro carnal eyes, unſuirableto 
ſuch intendments, through the many deaths,difireſſes, 
and unlikelyhoods, with which he cloatheth ic in their 
"pe Gehr: the which he turneth nevertheleſs to rte exceed- 
| ing advantage of his Name all alonggnot only by exer- 
 Cifing thorowly the Patience, Obedience, and fairhful- 
71 neſs of his Children,in owning the truth of his Teſti- 
mony, and bearing their Teſtimony for him unto the - 
death , but withal, by giving full occaſion, and oppor- 
tunity, forthat MYSTERY OF GOD tobe fini(bed, 
who hath Teſtified,and declared by the Spirir of Pro. 
'phefie rothe Churches, and permitteth by an hand of 
Providence, the rifing, and raging of That man ef Sin, 
that Bloody Myſtery of Iniquity,until it have anſwered and 
fulfilled whatſoever is held forth of ir, in all the vari- 
ous Scripture-Propheſies, figures, and repreſentations 
both of ics Civil and Ecclefiaſtical concernment. The 
which, as it hath gotten to its heighth both of Re- 
nown and Cryeltie, by the occaſion of that exceeding 
great offence, wherewith the cauſe of Chriſt hath been 
preſented in its appearance to the world, being a ons | 
_; 


9) 
bling flone to the children of this worlds wiſdom and 
glory:ſo ſhall irs ruine arife from chat Jealoufie of the 
Lord wherein he hath promiſed co plead the cauſe of 
his own,and his peoples glory, finding in,and recom» 
penfing on that generation, on whom'the hour of his 
wrath ſhall fall, «/} that righteous blood that hath been ſhed, 
and all that unworthy & treacherous uſage that $T0.N 
hath merwithal in the days of her poverty & diſtreſs. 
The day of S/ONS FULL DEEIYERANGE, the de- 
firuction of her enemies, & the ſetting up of CHRISTS 
GLORIOUS KINGDOM, is very much upon his hearc, 
 Tſ4.63-4- as a fruit of the ſore Travel of his Soul, 1ia.s 3. 
11, 12+ arid recompence of that unworthy uſage that 16.49.7. ? 
himſelf, his cauſe and people have had upon the earchy * $1-327- 
and for which, fitting at the right-hand of God, he is 
in continual expeRation, Heb. xo. 13, as that which ! 
muſt be given him as a fruir of his interceffion, Pſal.2. 
8,9. and to which he is preparing his way, 6y terrible 
things in righteouſutſs,Plal. 65. 5, 8. ſhaking buh Heaven 
and Earth, and making a Quick diſpatch, Luk. 18, 7, $. ® 
ordering, & ruling all things therein,and making them 
ſubje& to this his great & glorious work. And indeed, 
ſo much che more is this Defign and Work declaredto 
be upon his hearr, as the whole management of it will 1@.,.7. | 
lie upon his own ſhoulders;they being very few among Plal.r72. } 
men, that will be found co have regard eo ir, in the *7* {| 
building of ir, not onely through che blindneſs and | 
enmity of thoſe that are aliens from him, bur the very 
great ſleep 8 ſlumber char will be found ameng them 
rhar prerend ro him,either through their want of faith, 
Luk.18.8. or their ſenſual engagements in this preſent 
evil world, Chap. 17.26,6c. Sothat notwithſtanding 
that Salyation he works for them, "and his Fang 
B *S ret” 


(10) 
their cauſe, lays them under no ſmall-engagement to 
him ; when his cauſe comes to be pleaded , the com- 
Plaintis made by the Prophet, 7ſs. 59 16. And he ſaw 
that there was n0 man, and wondered that there wes no intey + 
eeſſor. Therefore his arm brought Salvation unto him. The 


| Which great defection even of Saints rhemſclves,from 


FOLLOWING THE LAMB, in this ſpecial ſervice, ro» 
gether with the fixation of rhe work upon the heart of 
Chriſt notwitſtandiag this; ſeryerh highly now,more 


. thenever , theday drawing neerer , to commend, and 


x Cor.2, 
' IE, 

+ Rev.17. 
T3914. 

+ Plal.72. 
 X$.& 137. 


| Heb.13.3. 
| I Cor.i2, 
27. 


greatly coencourage and excitethe faithfulneſs of any, 
though the weakeſt and moſt deſpiſed of the Lords 
holy ones, who are in a tight ſpiiit engeg'd for, and 
rogether with Chriſt, in their conſtant waitings, and 
fervent expeRations of this manifeſtation of his glory: 
they hereby witneſſing that they have the mind of 
Chriſt, and having one mind , give their power and 
ſtrength co the Lamb, as CALLED,and CHO5 EN, and 
F AITHFHU L(when others haye one minde to give 


* theirs ro the Beaſt) making prayers alſo for him continu> 
ally, &preferring him and hisintereſt before their chief 


joy, through the ſpirir of faith and love always rec- 
koning themſelyes as being in the body, and mem- 
bers in particular. 

A taſte of chis worthy Spiric (Brethren, beloved in 
the Lord) we humbly cruſt our God is giving us, who 
addreſs our ſelves co you , with ſome feryeat deſires 
that we may be made more to partake of it. And in- 
deed, ſuch is our love to your Souls, and delight 
(through grace) in this work before us, that we cannot 
bur commend it to. you , with more then an ordinary 
importunity; beſecching you, and every ene of you, 
From the groncolt 16 Whg Sect, normititanding covers 

» J 2% 


(11) | 

differences among you, touching the time, way Md 
mannefYof Gods effe&ing thoſe great things; that by 
the will, and in the way of the Lord , you be found 
reaching after the ſame Spirirt,and wreſtling much to- 
gether and apart forit. And Oh ! that it may berhe 
pleaſure of the Lord herein , that your zeal may pro- : cor.g..; 
voke many, and you may be found to have ſtood in 
this howr of Temptation, & this BACK-SLIDING TIME, Rev, 4.1. 
faithful with the Lemb on the Mount Sion, having not ones ,,__ . 
ly Hi Fathers Name written on your Foreheads , but his 6,7. 4 
werk graven upon your hearts, and all thoſe bleſſed 
Characters diſpofing you thereunto,ſhining in all your 
converſations s which will make you cover, that the 
Lord make his Work appear co you as his ſervants, 
though he reſerve the revelation of his gloryunto your 
children. For whar greater joy,or crown of rejoycing, Pf. go.16. 
can we have atthe appearing ofthe Lord,then that we 
with you, and yee with us, be preſented fawltleſs before 
his Throne ? whereunto we alſo labour , and deſire #0 ſtrive Jud.:4. 
mightyly, accerding to his working. In which work, and to cc1.;.13. | | 
which end,we pray you bear wich us, while we follow 6, | 
this Exhortation a little further in a few words. 

Is not the exerciſe of ſuch a PUBLICXK SPIRIT for 
the whole Work of the Lord moſt deſirable 2 if we con+ 
fider farther,nort onely i:s ſweet likeneſs unto, and fel- 
lowſhip with che heart of Chriſt , bur withal, chat ve- 
ry grear Blefſing that hath been promiſed, and all ages 15.56.r0. 
they hzve found co their particular ſoul®, who have 75-3: 
been given vÞto mind mo{? naturally,and follow moſt 
fully,rhat deſign of God, thax had its preſent tendency 
in that very age to promore $70» : the Lord is nor un- 
righteous to forget ſuch work, & laber of loye, thats Heb.9-13: 


Mewed towards his name. . How hath chat word been 
B 2 _ made 


} | | (12) 

| :4:.1:2.6, nffide good to them thar pray for her Peace ; They ſhall 
, PROSPE Rtihat love thee? And 'ſee,we pray you (dear 
Brethren) how God hath bid his choice remnant ro 
conſider,and reckon from that yery day,wherein they 
ſet their hearrs and hands about the Work of S/n, from 
thi day will I bleſs yow, Hag.2+ 18,49. what choice Teftts 
monies of the great loye of God to himſelf, did Daniel 
finde at ſeveral times ! (He is ſaid to be @ man greatly be- 
loved,or a man of defires, Dan.9.23- 10.11,19.)when 
he was wreſtling forthe N AM E and Workof God 
fingly,not minding a word of his own intereſt (that we 
reade of) farther ther: it was wrapt up inthe Lords ? 
beſides the great ſecrets that were open to him, of the 
deep defignes of God for a great while ro come, Whar 
- 3Chro.28. adefirable forefight had Devid given him by theSpirir, 
' 2219.06 jn all che patern of the houſe of the Lord , and large 
| furniſhments chereunto ? yea, what proviſion, to his 
' .3am,, Aftoniſhment , did God make for building him an 
' beg, houſe, andeſtabliching his Kingdom, when in the time 
| of his reſt he was taking care of that houſe of Gods 
” rChro.6. aJory, becauſe of which all the pfople of the earch 
- hh might know his name ? | 

/ Neb.s.19, Whataconſtant obſervation was Nehemiah enabled 
| &6.9.6 10 take ofthe hand of God for good upon him, Neb, 2. 
| 23-14. & 8,18. and what boldneſs, and clearneſs of acceſs, and 
| 93! appeal to the Lord, was be till furniſhed withall, 
| whiles hewas in the fear of God , (Chap.3.9,15.) a- 
Oy bour the work of $i» ? 

' 276.% Was not Ezra experience much of the cye and 
| 9.8.3. handefthe Lord accompanying him, in all chat great 
| 35-822» work hedid for the Lord his God * 

# . Moreover,ir deſerves our ſerious obfervarions,being 
L Ph 10% written for gener ations 10 come, how much the —_— _— 
EPRY jghte 
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lighted in the faithful fervent prayers of thoſe whohave 
ſought him, in behalf of #he Pcople called by his Name z 
in that he hath carefully preſerved che memorial of 
them,cauſing them to be expreſly recorded in his book; 
aS appears in Nehem. 1. and Dap.g. all which, with many ; 
others that might be named, are enſamples unto us, thar aa,c;.36. | 
we by their patern might be ſtirred up to ſerve our ge= 
eration, with faichful ſpirits, by tbe will of God. 

To which alſo we might adde, the remembrance of : 
the Curſe on them that hate Sion ; yea , the appareng** "297: 
withering and blaſting that hath been, and is on them, 
that in following their private intereſts,negle& her,and 
defer her work, under this pretence , The time i© nds yet 4 
come, the time that the Lords hauſe ſhould be built 5 whileſt in 
the mean time they prefer their relations, poſſeſſions, 
and other worldly accommodations , before this dear 
intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt : for which, that Judgement in_ 
a ſpiritual ſenſe is come upon ſome, and may juſtly be 
feared as coming on others, Hag 1.10, i1» The heavens 
. overthem are ſtayed from dew,cc. Yea, and hath nor 
God puniſhed this negle&R in many, with ſuch a decreaſe 
of their ſpiritual moiſture , as that word is made good 
in them, Pſal.137.6, Their rongues even cleaveto the 
roofs of their mouths, whileſt others, faithful in im- 
proving their received meaſure of a Spirit of Faith and 
Prayer, are abundantly encreaſed therein. Oh ! whar 
dreadful Woes are pronounced to them that find their 
pleaſure in ſuch a ſeaſon , but regard wot the work of the1c,.;.. 
Lord, nor conſider the operation of his hands 3 that are a4 eaſe 12. 22. 
In Sion, but are not grieved for the affiidtten of Joſeph; Care: 1,311 
leſs daughters, that lay notto hearcthe periſhing of the cos. * 
righrteous,and confidernot the taking away ofthe Mer: 3:9 
ciful men ; with whom the Lord wil plead, as with 5” 57 

| them 
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them that ſport themſelves againſt him :the defire of 
fuch florhful ones will kill them, Prev.21.7 5. and their 
proſperity deſtrey them, Prov. 1.32. 

nd now, Brethren , is it not high time, that we cry 

aloud, and ſpare not, lift up our voice like a Trumper, 
when it 15 roo toovevidenr,that inthe day of a little eafe. 
wherein for alittle ſpace grace hath been given us from 
the Lord our God,even a little reviving in our bondage, 
cofer up the houſe of our God,and to repair the deſola- 
tions thereof, men are ſleeping , lying down, loving to 
ſlumber in every corner , ſaying , It is not nigh ler us 
build houſes? gc. 4nd is nor Pride,and fulneſs of bread 
companions to this abundant #dlexſs, chrough which ce 
building decayeth f Oh that art lengrh,for the Lords ſake, 
we might be provoked to be ferwent in Spirit, ſerwing the 
Lord, and that knowing the time, that now it is high time 10 a= 
wake out of ſitep + for vow ours ,, and Sions Salvation, is 
neerer then when we believed, 

For the Quickning of our hearts co this work,and the 
heighthning of our expectations "therein, hath nor the 
Lord given us, among many other, this remarkable 
figne of the times,even a mighty ſpirit of faith and pray- 
er, through ſome choice diſcoveries of grace raiſed up 
in his people ? by the exerciſe of which, in the manage- 
ment of SIONS CONTROFERSIE, great and glorious 
WONDERS haye been wrought in theſe Nations, by un- 
likely meanes, in anſwer to the prayers of the Saints; as 
hath been openly confeſt by the inſtruments imployed, 
which have cauſed themſclves, and others, beholders, 
ro. ſtand amazed therear : and although many who once, 
ſeemed #0 be pillars in this Cauſe , have ſoon forget theſe 
great works, 8&-have turned back from following fully at+ 
rer God in this way z yet there is a KEMN ANT,a' gene- 

| ration 
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ration that remain upon their WATCH.TOWER, with 
whom the hand of the Lord reſts wonderfully, uphold- 
ing their faithand hope for $/9» , notwithſtanding all 
diſcourzgements , in their unceſſant prayers for her: 
Hath God (aid ro his at any time , Seek ye we in warn? 
Hags5-19. hath not God by evident anſwers of prayers 
in theſ{edayes, ſealed ir in a good meaſure to his people, 
that the time to favour her, yeauhe {et-time is come ? for he 
hath regarded the prayer of che poor d-:/''tute,and hath 
not deſpiſed their prayer:and is not chis written for our 
ſakes? ſee Pſa. 102.29, i8, God who beautificth his mer» 
cies to his people, by giving them in their due ſeaſon ,ha» 
ving in theſe latter dayes given forth this glorious bleſ- 
ſing of a Spirit of grace and ſupplication io abundantly, 
and continuing the ſame, hath he not ſome great work 
ro be further carried on thereby ? 

Oh ! thar we could preſent unto you,in a lively way, 
what our ſouls have begun to taſte of thoſe firſt ripe 
fruirs,of that ariſing and growing Spirir,that grace hath 
in a meaſure viſited ſome Saints withal, char have joynt- 
ly and ſeverally defired to be found fairhful for rhe 
Lord: they have co our abundant refreſhing witneſſed 
that their /abowr is n0t dn vain is the Lord; nay, in keep- 
ing ſuch Commandments there « great reward : whilſt they 
have felr (though as yer it be but alittle of) $1925 pangs 
upon their hearrs,they have been ſtrongly cartied up in- 
ro the ſpirir of that dayyand their ſouls ſouls were made 
as the Chariots of Aminadab : which declareth clearly ro Cant.s. 
us,that were we bur put into perfe@ travel in otr ſpirits, [{ $5 8 
did we take Pleaſure indeed iz her flenes,and favonr the duſt — 
thereof, it would turn to us for a further Teſtimony. that 
the ttme of God's arifing to ſhew mercy 'to Sic, rhe PH.10a. 
time co favour her, yea the ſer time were come. T3214: 


Bur 
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" Butalas for us ! we have not onely ſought oureaſe 
Hoſ13.13.When pain ſhould have been upon us, bur as fooliſh 
Children have /t«zed long in the place of the breaking forth 
Jer.5.25. of Children, and by the iniquities that we have contra- 
ed fince we were named S/oys Children, we have kept 
back good things from her « what remaineth now, but | 
that we lay her ſtate ſo much the more deeply to heart, 
as we have draws grief upon her, and added to her 
deformity 2 being earneſtina SPIRIT of faith and 
prayer NIGHT AND DAT in herbehalf, as be- 
cometh Children nurſed at her fide , ſutably affeed, 
Efth.4.13, and acted with and for her : not expecting our own de- 
7+ ., Iverance,any other way then in hers ; knowing that we 

/ 49. Without her cannot be madepetrfeR. 
| rwcrs; Anpdehat we may hold on our way without fainting, 
c  '&not be inour mournings as men without hopezwould 
ir not prove of great adyantage,to the raiſing and keep- 
ing up our Faith, to be much exerciſed and delighred in 
the proſpe& char is ro be had, through the promiles,in» 
” Lam as. tOher(ready to be revealed)glory ? However, her viſage 
|. 16.24.16. is now blacker then a cole , ſhe & not known in the ſtreets « nrea- 
y £599.11: CHerous dealers have dealt very treacherouſly with her 3 a diſ- 
appointment hath befaln many of her hopeful expeca- 
tions,becauſe her tragſgreſhons are many:reproch hath 
befallen her at the hands of Profefſors,and the enemies 
that know not the Lord,blaſpheme. The light andSpi- 
ritof the Lord is belyed and abuſed by vain men, un- 
ſound in the faith, 4iſobedient ro, and deſpiſers of the pre- 
ciows Ordinances of Feſws Chriſt ; through which alſo,loſs 
of children hath here and there berided her Aſſemblies, 
Yet hath FEHOYAH ſpoken it, & his faithfulneſs js en- 
gaged in aneverlaſting Covenant , tharthough ſhe hath 
'been forſaken and hated, that no man went throw her , yer — 
will 
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will make her a» eterwal excellency, 4 Joy of matiy generante!* 60:t4, | 
ons, the City of the Lord: the Sion of the Holy one of Iſrael F | 
ſhall ſhe be called; in nothing more glorious, then in thee... 
perpetual preſence of her X1NG, and GOD with her,whord 
all Tabernacle with men,and dwell wth themgbey being bi .,, 2, 
people, and he himſelf ſhall be with thens,and be their God,be Revizs.s, | 
ing in ſtead of a Temple, Sun, and Moon ; the glory of "Goa" 259255: | 
and the Lamb alwayes lightning her, the Lord being her -: :-- © 
everlaſting light, and her Ged her g/ory. — How attia- 16. 60.19, 
ble iathe day of her deliverance ſhall $97 be, through2o. - 7 
the bringing to ker glory rkar ancient people,the Fami- | 
ly of Abraham,Gods friend, when they fhall ſee him whom Zech.rs. | 
they have pierced, and meurn for him, and be ſaved by him 70+ | 
in that great dayof Jexree!,the Lord uniting Epbratm and Hoſ.r.rr. | 
Fudah, making them very great, holy, and 4 bleſſing _ 
round about * Ezek.34.26. And what ſhall the recetuing. of © © 
them be but life from the dead ? Rom. u 15, and when the 
glory of the Lord ſhall berifen upon her.,then ſhall the 
Gentiles come unto her light, and Kings rorhe bright- 
neſs of her riſing, Iſa.<0 1.3. Tea, from the riſing of the Mal.c,:s. 
ſun,unto the going down of the ſame.ſhall the Name of the Lord | 
be great among the Gentiles ; all Nations flowing unto the | 
Mowntain of the Lord , when it (hall be advanced to the &s 
. rops of the Mountains andexalted above the hills: yea, 1@.z.z. - 
whar glorious things are ſaid of chis city of God? There 4 
ſhall be births in R1h4b,and Babylon, Phil:iſts, Ethiopia, and 
Tyre; and = when God ſhall count up the people, he 
ſhall ſay of Sion, This and that man was born in her, and the 
higheſt himſelf fhall eſtab;iſh her,Pſ.87 3.,4.,5, tbe zeal of the 
Lord of boſts ſhall datbs. And Oh! thacr all the Lords 
people were ſo fully prepared as a Byide, ro meet their . 
bleſſedBridgroom;thar we might all unfeinedly fay with 
one accord, Even ſocome Lond = come quickly. 
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| Had weburcruly-Noble Spirits, how would theſe 
| diſcoveciesof glory raviſhus, and our eye affe& onr 
| . | heart? ſetting us with reſtleſs ſpirits, to be Jooking for. &+ 
[| >FEt-3-I3- bofning ance, that day of the Lord 3 this day of. the ma- 
| nifeſtexalting 7ESMS, as KING OF SAINTS and KING 
1.33.18. OF NATIONS ? Nay, would i nor fill our hearts with 
i jealoufic for hisName,againſt all that Randeth up in the 
i[Rev.r5.3, Earth, co oppoſe his Kivgdom and glory , beginning ar 
4- home in our own ſpirits? the zeal of the Lords heuſe 
|P&al.c9.9, Would cat us up,and the love of it would crucifie us 
, more unto, and wean us from thoſe intereſts of earth, 
© . and men, whereupon. we have been apt to lean, and 
whereurto we have been deeply and dangerouſly enga- 
ged: caufing us alſo to wait ro be with Jeſus, which is 
beſt of all, and inthe meantime to pant, and thirſt uri 
ceſſantly for char holy Spirit of Prowiſe,that alone can pre- 
ſent us wich the raviſhing glory of that expected day, 
and raiſe up our ſpirics to a ſweer and ſurable diſpolitt- 
on, according to the will of God, co wait and aR arighr 
toward it, 

Dear hearts, ler your faith be high, and your wreſt- 
lings wichout wearineſs, neither be ye in any meaſure 
qAuenb.6. diſcouraged, nor diſcouraging one another: in this mat» 
[Zc%.xz, terthe ſtrong cannot ſay to the weak, 7 have ns need of 
21, theezſhould nor all our intereſt in heaven be improved to 
| | the uttermoſt,in this day of Facobs trouble ? Oh ſtrengthen 
l the weak hands, & confirm the feeble knees 1{a.35-3oProvoke 
IHcb.1o, 07 dnvther to this love, «nd theſe good works ; ſay to one a- 
[12 4- nother, Let «s go ſpeedily ro pray before the Lord , and to ſeek 
[2ech.8.21, the Bord of hoſts y [will go alſo. And ye, 0 poor of the flock, 
ec. 1r. that wait upon the Lord, and know this is the word of the. 
E- Lord; be ſtrong, yea, be flrong and of go0d courage 3 know- 
ing,that in chis Work of Gods Tabernacle,he receiverh 
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in good part your fincere, though weak, breathings, 
your Badgers-skins, and Goats: hatr, i in no wiſe caft out. Te 
that are of a fearful heart, be ſirong , fear wot: betold, your God 
will come with vengeance,cven God with a recompence; he will 
come and ſave you, [12.35 4. What ſhall one then anſwer the 
Meſſengers of the Nations? That the Lord hath foundedSion, & 
the poor of hs people ſhall betake rbemſelves 101, [ſa.14.-32. 
And yealfo, beloved'and honoured Brethren, who 
miniſter the Word of Grace among the Saints, How 
comely will your goings be, as he-goats before the 
flocks, in this Work £ Have you nor the Prophets of 
old, who have ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, for an 
example; whoſe words accompanied with the ſame 
ſpiric of Faith, will they not furniſh co chis Work ? In 
reading their writings, confider their work in ſuch a 
time as this, (Profeſſors then being in ſuch a poſture of 
ſecuriry as now)was it not to warn them(with a woe un- 
torhem) who were ateaſe in $9», Amos 6.1,354,c. 
and ſuch as regarded not the work of rhe Lord, nor the 
operation of his hands? 1ſa.5.. which duty had rheyneg- 
Ie&ed, would not God have requir'd it attheir hands? 
Did they not call upon the people to aſſemble rogether, ro 
faft and pray,to mmrn and weep before the Lord,co plead 
the cauſe of his people, his heritage F Joel 2.15, 16, 57. 
Thus did they, whoſe ex:mple is laid before you. as wiſe 
Stewards, giving to thoſe of the howſhold a portion, (urable 
ro the preſent ſeaſon. Should we not reſemble tnem in 
this, crying our with the /atchman upon Monnt Ephraim, 
| Jer-31.6, Ariſe je, and let us go mp 10 Sier, tinro the Lord our 
. God, withall, waiting daily on God for ſuch a diſcern- 
ing of the Times, as might render us like the Children of 
Iſſachar, who knew whar 1ſrael ought to do? 1 Chro.12.32. 
It ehis rude Efſay,or ſmall tinkling(as it may be judged) 
es | | may 
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-- may proyoke you , who are- more skilful, to b/:withe 
Tramipet, and the Lord ſpirit you thereunto, *do ic,'we 
pray you, as for his, and his peoples ſake, with all your 
might g not ſparing to lay our your more worthy: Lz- 
bours, for the carrying on of this Work. Bear with us; 
yer a lictle in our humble importunity 3 Is nor:the glzr?- 
-0us Name of God, the peace of Fernſalem, and its proſpe= 
rity,the proſperity of your own ſouls alſo,and the peo- 
plero whom you relate, who may be diſcouraged by 
your remiſsneſs , eminently concerned in this matter ? 
Yet once more we befeech you therefore i» the bewels 
of Chriſt, let nor any worldly intereſt, prejudice, jealou- 
fie fear of i]l events, or any carnal reaſoningwhatſoever, 
withhold your hearts or hands frem helping in ſo good 
andglorious a Work. # AUDY 
Whar ſhall we ſay more, dearly beloved ? if there be any con- 
ſolation in Chrift, if any comfort of love,if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye our joy, in being of one accord,and 
one minde,in this weighty Werk commended unto you ; where-- 
inthe-NAME eAND GLORY OF GOD (which ought to be 
dearet to us then our-lives) is ſo eminently concerned, And 
withall, adde to yonr diligence, in looking into the concetrn- 
ments of Chriſt, and his Saints, that having arrived unto a d:ſtinfl 
knowledge of them, your hearts being duly affeRed with them, 
you may g0 on proſperouſly, nor only to ſpread before the Lord, 
both his, and his peoples Caxſe, as the marcer ſhall require; bur 
alſo wait for the return of prayer ; diſcerning this in your ſelves, 
That they beſt know how good God ts to them that ſeek him, 
thar after ſceking,yarr for him, Lam. 3.,25,26, Having been thus 
bold with youfor Siox, we humbly crave for our ſelves, That we 
may be had in ſpecial remembrance on your-hearrs before the 
Lord, that we may be firted for, and faithful in the work of our 
Dear REDEEMER: Into whoſe embraces we give you up, and 
remain wats” 3h Ns 
| *Your poor unworthy Brethren,through rich Grace firmly knit unto. 
you, inthe bonds of Goſpel-love ; and one with you in your ſpi-* 


ritual warfare, and wairing for the exaltarion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Abr, Chear, Henry Fotty, ou 7 tas Tho.Glaſſc, Rebcrt Stecde. 
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